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Do You Want a “.health” Web Domain Name? Do You Want to 
Prevent Others from Using Your Trademark in a “.health” Web 
Domain Name?
J. Tucker Barr and Sean T. Sullivan

“.health” (dot - health) is one of the newest domain extensions (also known as Top Level Domain, or 
TLD), reserved for brands, organizations, and people who provide health products, services, and/or 
information.  The new domain extension is touted as a new tool for healthcare providers and health 
technology companies to further develop their brand online.  Billed as “the premier web address 
for those who are advancing the health and wellness industry,” 1 .health domain names will be 
available to the general public on December 5, 2017 (pursuant to the domain’s terms and policies).  
The .health domain extension may be viewed as an opportunity to add credibility to a domain in the 
healthcare space, but the registration process can also present challenges to trademark owners in 
protecting their intellectual property.  Depending on the trademarks an organization holds or the role 
it plays in the healthcare industry, some healthcare entities may be able to reserve a .health domain 
name sooner than December 5, 2017, and should be mindful of these opportunities to protect their 
intellectual property and the risks of failing to act within this time period.

Specifically, certain qualified healthcare entities can immediately apply for a single-use token, which 
will be distributed when the industry access period begins on July 20, 2017.

Additionally, owners of federally recognized trademarks in the healthcare industry can record 
their trademarks with ICANN (the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers).  Such 
trademark owners may then apply for the .health version of their registered trademark during a 
“sunrise phase” that runs between May 8, 2017 and July 7, 2017.  Indeed, this sunrise phase is 
an important time for trademark owners to protect their brand name and preserve their intellectual 
property.  Even if such organizations do not intend to use the .health version of their trademark 
right away, trademark owners in the healthcare space can register the .health version of their 
trademark to prevent others from doing so during the industry access period (which runs from July 
20, 2017 to November 30, 2017), or when registration opens to the public on December 5, 2017.  
Failing to register during the sunrise phase may allow other healthcare companies, perhaps even 
competitors, to register the trademark’s domain name with a .health extension during the industry 
access or public registration periods.  Even if the competing registrant does not use or otherwise 
violate the trademark owner’s protected brand name, allowing a competitor to purchase the .health 
version of a trademark could still dilute the original trademark.  Moreover, such action would prevent 
the lawful trademark owner from using its own brand name with a .health extension.

In addition to .health, other new domain extensions or TLDs are becoming available, many of which 
may be of interest to organizations in the healthcare space.  Whether these TLDs are viewed as 
an opportunity or as a threat to intellectual property, it is important to understand the registration 
process. For more information or assistance with your trademarks, trademark registration with 
ICANN, single-use token applications, or .health domain registrations, please contact Tucker Barr or 
Sean Sullivan.

Dates to know:
Now:  Healthcare entities may apply for a single-use token.
Now:  Owners of trademarks may register with ICANN.

1 https://get.health/

https://get.health/
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May 8, 2017–July 7, 2017:  Owners of trademarks registered with ICANN may apply for .health domain.
July 20, 2017–November 30, 2017:  Single-use token holders may apply for .health domain.
December 5, 2017:  Registration opens to public registrants that meet .health terms and policies.



Attorneys at Law

www.agg.com Page  3

Legal Insight

©2016. Arnall Golden Gregory LLP. This legal insight provides a general summary of recent legal developments. It is not intended to be, 
and should not be relied upon as, legal advice.  Under professional rules, this communication may be considered advertising material. 

About Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

Arnall Golden Gregory, a law firm with more than 150 attorneys in Atlanta and Washington, DC, employs a “business sensibility” 
approach, developing a deep understanding of each client’s industry and situation in order to find a customized, cost-sensitive 
solution, and then continuing to help them stay one step ahead. Selected for The National Law Journal’s prestigious 2013 
Midsize Hot List, the firm offers corporate, litigation and regulatory services for numerous industries, including healthcare, life 
sciences, global logistics and transportation, real estate, food distribution, financial services, franchising, consumer products and 
services, information services, energy and manufacturing. AGG subscribes to the belief “not if, but how.®” Visit www.agg.com.

Atlanta Office 
171 17th Street, NW
Suite 2100
Atlanta, GA 30363

Washington, DC Office 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20006

To subscribe to future alerts, insights and newsletters: http://www.agg.com/subscribe/

not if, but how.®

Authors and Contributors

J. Tucker Barr
Partner, Atlanta Office 
404.873.8624
tucker.barr@agg.com

Sean T. Sullivan 
Associate, Atlanta Office 
404.873.8510
sean.sullivan@agg.com


